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Processional Gospel (Matthew 21:1-11) 
Jesus directs two of his disciples to go into a village 
and to procure a donkey with her colt. Jesus was 
preparing to fulfill the words of the prophet 
Zacharias, “Behold, your king comes to you, meek 
and riding on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of a beast 
of burden.” When they brought Him the ass and colt, 
people laid their cloaks on them and He sat upon 
them. A large crowd spread the cloths on the ground 
and spewed branches from trees on the ground. The 
crowds cried out, “Hosanna to the Son of David; 
blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord…” 
When He entered Jerusalem the whole city was 
shaken and wanted to know who this was. The 
crowds replied, “This is Jesus the prophet from 
Nazareth.” 
1. Earlier in the gospels when men attempted to take 
Jesus by force and make Him king, He withdrew 
from them. Now He instigates a triumphal procession 
into Jerusalem during which the crowds call Him the 
son of David. Earlier in the gospel He reproved a 
man who called Him “good;” now the crowds shout 
“Hosanna.” According to Matthew’s gospel Jesus is 
approaching His destiny on the day before the 
Passover lambs were offered in the temple. He had 
“set His face like flint toward Jerusalem” and now 
His hour had come. He was fulfilling the law and the 
prophets. The reason He has come into the world was 
about to unfold. He would make one last appeal to 
the nation to believe in Him and the One who sent 
Him. They did not. Do I believe that He is my Lord 
and King? If so, what are the consequences? 
2. The Proconsuls of Rome rode into their city on 
chariots and stallions. Jesus comes to Jerusalem on an 
ass and her colt. Jerusalem was 100 feet above the 
Kidron valley. It is a steep climb. The early Church 
Fathers thought that He might have ridden the she-ass 
up the incline and then switched to the colt to enter 
Jerusalem since the scripture says He rode “them.” 
He does not come as a warrior but as a man of peace. 
Nonetheless He is obviously a threat to those in 

power. Their authority was tenuously granted them 
by Rome, if they were able to keep the peace. Afraid 
that He might rally the people at Passover, they felt 
they needed to deal with Him immediately. Do I see 
Jesus as a threat to the way of life that I would like to 
live? Do I seek power, prestige, money, and honor? 
Or am I primarily motivated by self-sacrificing love 
for others? 
3. At each Mass the people in Church respond to the 
Preface along with all the angelic choirs and all of 
those who have died before us and are now part of 
the heavenly host with the words, “Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.” This is when the Lord 
Jesus is about to come to us in the appearance of 
bread and wine. We acknowledge Him as did the 
pilgrims on the road in that first palm procession. 
“Hosanna” is the Greek translation (brought directly 
into English) of two Hebrew words meaning “save” 
and “we pray.”  It is found in Psalm 118:25. This 
Psalm was sung once each day for six days before the 
feast of tabernacles and then seventh day it was sung 
seven times while waving palm branches. It was a 
time to remember how God saved the Israelites from 
the Egyptians when they were in the desert sleeping 
in booths. The NARB translation of this Bible verse 
is, “O Lord, grant salvation.” During Lent when the 
priest says “the mystery of faith” after the 
consecration, we respond “Save us [Hosanna], Savior 
of the world for by your cross and resurrection who 
have set us free.” When we sing or say “Hosanna” we 
are giving praise and adoration to our God who saves 
us. 
 
First Reading (Isaiah 50:4-7) 
Isaiah states that God had given the Lord’s suffering 
servant a well-trained tongue to speak a word to the 
weary that would arouse them. Each morning God 
opened his ears. He did not rebel or turn his back to 
those who beat him or his cheeks to those who 
plucked his beard or shield his face from those who 
spit at him. The Lord God is his help. He was not 
disgraced. Rather he set his face like flint, knowing 
he would not be put to shame. 
1. The Servant figure in Isaiah is more of a disciple 
than a servant. Morning after morning God instructs 
him to do His will. Each morning He listens and then 
acts accordingly. As disciples of Jesus we too are 
given God’s instruct morning after morning. When 
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He instructs, we need to listen to the soft whispers of 
our heart. Then we will know what to do to follow 
His will, if we but listen. 
2. Some scholars believe that the second Isaiah 
intended the suffering servant to be himself, or 
Jeremiah or even Israel herself. Earlier Christians 
associated the suffering servant to be Jesus. He spoke 
a comforting word to His nation, listened to His 
Father, and did not turn His back when He was faced 
with suffering and torment. He was obedient to what 
God was asking of Him and He did not turn back. 
How often I find myself turning back? Do I yield my 
conscience for the affection of others? I know that I 
want to obey but I often take my eyes off the target – 
God – and allow myself to be allured by the 
distractions of this world. I often lack the will power 
to do what I want to do. I need the supernatural 
graces of Jesus to help me reach my goal. 
 
Second Reading (Philippians 2:6-11) 
[Current Lectionary translation] Christ Jesus, though 
He was in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God something to be grasped. Rather, he 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, coming 
in human likeness; and found human in appearance, 
He humbled Himself, becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God 
greatly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name 
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.  
[Previous Lectionary translation] Your attitude must 
be Christ’s: though He was in the form of God He did 
not deem equality with God something to be grasped 
at. Rather, He emptied Himself and took the form of 
a slave, being born in the likeness of men. He was 
known to be of human estate, and if was thus that he 
humbled Himself, obediently accepting even death, 
death on a cross! Because of this, God highly exalted 
Him and bestowed on Him the name above every 
other name. So that at Jesus’ name every knee must 
bend, in the heavens, on the earth, and under the 
earth, and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God 
the Father: JESUS CHRIST IS LORD! 
1. Because I have the option of more space I have 
quoted today’s reading from the current Lectionary 
and our previous Lectionary. I believe that the 
previous translation is more exquisite. I also believe 
it is important to understand this passage because it 
describes the essence of what the Christian life is 

about. In imitation of Christ we are to humble 
ourselves (kenosis) so that God our Father might 
raise us up (theosis). Humility is learning the truth 
about ourselves: we are flawed human beings, 
incapable of saving ourselves (kenosis). However, in 
baptism we have become sons and daughters of our 
heavenly Father: i.e. we have been raised up 
(theosis). If we want God’s grace to work in us, we 
must recognize and accept our limitations. When we 
do so, God’s supernatural power and grace will work 
in us. This cannot happen if we think that we are in 
control and that we can do everything on our own. 
This is like saying we have no need for God. God 
wants to raise us up, but since He has given us free-
will, we must first allow Him to do so. 
2. We bow at the name of Jesus to give Him the 
honor and glory that is due His name. We also 
genuflect before the presence of Jesus in the 
tabernacle. We do this because God has raised Him 
up and given Him a name above every other name. 
 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew                                        (Mt 26:14 – 26:66) 
I would invite you to follow along by reading your 
Bible. 
The Betrayal of Judas (26:14-16) 
Motivated by greed Judas asks the chief priests what 
they were willing to give him to hand over Jesus. The 
love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. How do 
I deal with it? 
Preparations for the Last Supper (17-19) 
Jesus directs the disciples to go to a certain man in 
the city and prepare the Passover. The Passover meal 
was the annual memorial of Israel’s deliverance from 
Egypt. Jesus time had come and He was about to 
begin a new exodus, a new Passover, leading 
believers into His Father’s kingdom. Am I ready to 
make the journey with Him? 
Jesus Predicts His Betrayal (20-25) 
Jesus predicts that one of His disciples who dips his 
hand into the bowl would betray Him. Jesus says the 
Judas will be accountable for his action. The fact that 
Jesus knows ahead of time the actions we will take, 
does not make us any less accountable. 
Jesus Institutes the Eucharist (26-29) 
Jesus took the bread, blessed it, and gave it to His 
disciples, telling them, “Take and eat; this is my 
body.” He did the same with a cup, telling them, 
“Drink it all of you for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which will be shed on behalf of many for 
the forgiveness of sins.” Do I believe that the 



substance of the bread and wine is the body and 
blood of Jesus? 
They Depart of the Mount of Olives (30) 
Singing the Hellel hymns (Ps 113-118) they go to the 
Mount of Olives. Part of the Passover memorial is to 
sing the Hellel. These are songs of ascent into 
Jerusalem. Jesus completed the Passover as 
prescribed. Do I take shortcuts when it comes to 
worshipping God? 
Peter’s Denial Is Foretold (31-35) 
Jesus predicts that the disciples’ faith will be shaken. 
Peter says his faith will not be shaken. Jesus tells 
Peter that he will deny Him three times before the 
cock crows. Peter was confident that he could do it 
on his own but was not able to do it. The same 
attitude was held by all the disciples. Do I depend on 
God’s help? 
Agony in the Garden (36-46) 
Jesus tells Peter, James and John three times to pray 
but they fall asleep. Finally, it was too late. The 
betrayer was at hand. Do I pray for protection from 
evil ahead of time? 
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus (47-50) 
Judas lead a large crowd to Jesus. He addresses Jesus 
as Rabbi and betrays Him with a kiss. Jesus calls 
Judas friend. Then they arrest Him. Have I ever 
betrayed or broken the bonds of friendship? 
A Disciple Resists (51-54) 
One of the disciples pulls a sword and cuts off the 
right ear of one of the high priest’s slaves. Jesus tells 
him to put the sword back and that His Father would 
send 12 legions of angels to protect Him if He asked. 
Jesus freely choses to save us. Do I freely choose to 
be saved? 
Jesus Rebukes the Crowd (55-56)  
Jesus rebukes the crowds for using stealth and force 
to arrest Him when neither were necessary. Do I 
always act in the open? When force is justifies and 
necessary, do I only use the needed amount? 
Jesus and Peter Arrive at Caiaphas’ House (57-
59a) 
The crowd takes Jesus to the High Priest’s house 
where Caiaphas assembled the entire Sanhedrin to 
put Jesus on trial. Peter follows behind. The time is 
short. Passover was the next day. The trial could not 
wait. Justice did not matter. How many times have I 
made up my mind about someone before hearing 
their side of the story? 
Procuring of False Testimony (59b-61) 
They tried to obtain false testimony about Jesus but 
found none. Then two men accused Jesus of 
destroying the temple and rebuilding it in three days. 

The temple Jesus was talking about was His own 
body but to destroy the Jerusalem temple was 
blasphemy. Do I search for any information possible 
in order to confirm my predetermined conclusions? 
The High Priest Questions Jesus (62-64) 
The high priest asks Jesus to respond but Jesus keeps 
silent. He then asks Jesus to tell him if He is the 
Messiah. Jesus agrees and says that he will see the 
Son of Man (the Messiah) coming on a cloud. Do I 
look forward to seeing Jesus in His glory? 
The Decision to Kill Jesus (65-68) 
The high priest tore his robes, accused Jesus of 
blasphemy and said He deserved to die. The 
Sanhedrin concurred. They spat of Him, slapped Him 
and taunted Him. Am I easily persuaded by another 
or do I always follow my own conscience? 
Peter Denies Jesus Three Times (69-75) 
On three occasions Peter denies Jesus and then 
remembers Jesus words to him. He goes out and 
weeps bitterly. When I realize that I have offended 
Jesus, do I silently weep for my sins? 
Jesus Is Taken to Pilate (27:1-2) 
Deciding to put Jesus to death, the Jewish leaders 
bound Jesus and led Him to Pilate. Not allowed to put 
someone to death themselves, they take Jesus to their 
enemy to complete the affair. Since blasphemy was 
not a Roman crime, they would need to pivot to 
convince Pilate to put Jesus to death. Do I sometimes 
find myself going out of my way to accomplish 
purposes beyond my authority? 
The Death of Judas (3-5) 
Judas regretted what he did and returned the silver to 
the chief priests and elders. He acknowledged his sin 
and went out and hung himself. There is no sin that 
God is not ready to forgive if we turn to him. Have I 
ever given up hope? 
Deposition of the Silver (6-10) 
Unwilling to put the blood money into the temple 
treasury, the leaders decided to purchase a field to 
bury foreigners. All of a sudden the chief priests and 
elders develop a conscience. Am I ethical about some 
things and not others? 
Questioned by Pilate (11-14) 
Asked by Pilate if He was a king, Jesus agreed. Then 
Jesus answered no more questions. Like is like a 
sheep before the slaughter, Jesus is silent. He takes 
no offensive or defensive action. How do I respond 
when confronted by accusations? 
Jesus or Barabbas (15-26)  
Ready to release a prisoner at the feast, Pilate gives 
the leaders a choice between Jesus and Barabbas. 
They choose to release Barabbas and crucify Jesus. 



Pilate declares himself innocent of Jesus’ blood and 
the leaders tell him to place the blame upon 
themselves and their children. He had Jesus scourged 
and handed over to be crucified. Do I have the guts to 
stand up for my convictions? Or am I easily 
persuaded by the crowds? 
Mockery of the Soldiers (27-31) 
The cohort of soldiers stripped Jesus and placed a 
scarlet cloak on Him and a crown of thrones on His 
head. They mocked Him and struck Him with a reed. 
Then they dressed Him in His own clothes and led 
Him off to be crucified. How prone am I to make fun 
of other people? 
On the Way to Golgotha (32) 
They pressed Simon a Cyrenian to carry Jesus’ cross. 
What seemed to be a curse at the time became an 
invitation to a new way of life for Simon. What cross 
can I carry for Jesus? 
Jesus Is Crucified (33-37) 
When they came to Golgotha they offered Jesus wine 
mixed with gall, but He refused to drink. After they 
crucified Him they divided His garments by lot. They 
placed a sign over His head: “Jesus, the King of the 
Jews.” Is Jesus my king? If so, what should be the 
consequences? 
Two Revolutionaries (38) 
Two revolutionaries were crucified with Him; one on 
His right and one on His left. Sometimes the innocent 
are found among evil doers. Do I try to keep might 
distance from those who would lead me astray? 
Observers Mock Him (39-44) 
Passersby told Him to save Himself if He was the 
Son of God. Priests and scribes said that He saved 
others but cannot save Himself. Let Him come down 
from the cross; then they would believe in Him. He 
trusted God, let God save Him for He said He was 
God’s Son. Have I ever mocked another when they 
were defenseless? 
The Death of Jesus (45-50) 
Darkness covered the whole land until 3:00 PM. 
Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me?” A bystander got a sponge, put it on a 
reed, soaked in wine and put it up to Jesus. Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice and gave up His spirit. Jesus 
was all alone. He had lost even His communion with 

His Father. With this cry Jesus does not lose faith but 
expresses the depth of His pain. To be forsaken by 
God means that Jesus did not receive His help but 
allowed His death for the salvation of the world. 
When have I felt abandoned by God? How did it turn 
out in the end? 
The Results of Jesus’ Death (51-53) 
The veil in the temple was torn top to bottom. The 
earth quaked. Tombs were opened and many saints 
came out. God’s presence was no longer hidden 
behind a veil. Saints were raised from the dead 
through Jesus’ act of redemption. All nature was 
affected by the killing of the Son of God. How has if 
affected me?  
The Centurion’s Confession (54) 
When the Centurion saw what was happening, he 
declared that this was truly the Son of God. Do I truly 
believe this? If not what would if take to convince 
me? 
Women Before the Cross (55-56) 
Many women who had followed Him from Galilee 
were looking on from a distance. Unlike the apostles, 
these disciples did not abandon their Lord during His 
time of suffering. Where would I have stood? 
Jesus’ Burial (57-61) 
Joseph of Arimathea went to Pilate and asked for 
Jesus’ body. Taking the body down they wrapped in 
linen, laid it in a new tomb and rolled a huge stone 
across the entrance. Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of James looked on. This is a reminder of the 
pieta in which Mary holds her Son’s dead body so 
tenderly. Jesus gave His all out of love for us. Does 
this stir my love for Him? 
Guards at the Tomb (62-66) 
The next day the Chief priests and Pharisees went to 
Pilate to ask Him to guard the tomb because Jesus 
had said that in three days He would be raised up. 
Pilate told them to guard it themselves. So they 
secured the tomb with a seal and set a guard to watch. 
Jesus’ resurrection could not be defeated by human 
effort. His resurrection forever changed the world. 
Am I grateful to the generations of Christians that 
have passed down the faith to me? 
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